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Abstract 
The Handwriting Section is placed within the Italian Forensic Police Service and it is one of the topics set up by Salvatore Ottolenghi, founder of the School Forensic Police Service in Italy since 1903. Traditionally, the handwriting examiner method, the 
graphonomic method, was lent from Alphonse Bertillon methods (founded in the 1914) and they have been slowly deepened by the operator that started to work for the Italian Police in this Section. Very often, in the beginning of the School Forensic Police 
Service in Italy (1914), operators specialized in fingerprint examination were also entitled to examine a handwritten document meaning that the handwriting was a sort of unique identifying feature of a person. All Italian practitioners in handwriting examination 
started to be more skilled in this topic and started by studying the handwriting topic with methods coming from different schools such as the Moretti’s School, the French School, the German School and the method set-up by S. Ottolenghi.  At the same time the 
graphologist point of view in the Italian judicial procedure needed to get a proper accreditation to court because it wasn’t a  fully recognized scientific discipline as chemistry, biology and physics, so with a proper impartial point of view.  
Nowadays, the graphonomic method used in the Italian Handwriting Section is technically detached and fully comprehensive of the influence of all different graphology schools, further, it is supported by other different disciplines such as psychology, sociology, 
statistic sciences, and informatics. Finally, recently many threatening letter or messages of investigating interest are written by computer or writing machine the handwriting examiner are, also, involved in the recognition of other writing means in order to 
identify the writing device (writing machine, printers) and get the author of threatening letter.  
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In the 1974 the Handwriting Section was formally 
founded and the specialistic activity was finally and 
totally distinguished from the dactyloscopic activity. 
The aim of this Section was the examination of the leaflets 
written from the terrorists the bloody  years (‘70-’80) in order to 
identify the authors or to cope with their attacks to the State 
and the VIP kidnapping.  
Nowadays, this kind of work is still performed with the 
collaboration of our counterterrorism branch. 

General features: 
Pressure, rate, graphical motility, velocity, continuity, 
direction and axial inflection, literal stroke, 
horizontal/vertical inflections and widths, alignment 
direction and alignment inflection, spatial ratios, 
curvature and roundness, graphical care. 

Peculiar features: 
Grammatomorphic constructions  and 
grammatomorphic rearrangings, sequences, 
initial and terminal gesturals, distinctiveness. 

LOGBOOK – First page of list of queries 1976and 1978 

The School of Forensic Police Service - Italy 

At the beginning of ‘900 in Italy 
starts the forensic activity 
within the criminal police 
offices in order to identify, as 
first instance,  the suspect of a  
crime throughout his 
fingerprints collected by using a  
fingerprint form and the 
anthropometric  identification 
picture reported on the 
fingerprint form. 

Because the handwritten text was considered a personality 
fingerprint, the examination of an handwritten document was a 
means to identify the authors or to certify the authenticity of a 
manuscript.  
The first person who was able to understand this concept was 
Alphonse Bertillon (Revue Scientifique - 1897) and he wanted to 
describe the scientific connotation of this identificative method. 
Dr Salvatore Ottolenghi in 1924, on the base of the A. Bertillon’s 
work, wrote the «Perizia di Scrittura e Identificazione Grafica» - 
1924 - providing the first precise graphonomic method to the 
criminal police offices in which, till that moment only the 
fingerprints were examined. 

The examination of a typewritten 
document has as a final goal the 
identification of the writing device.  A 
big application of this analysis is 
usually used for the analysis of the so-
called «pizzini» recovered in the den 
of Bernardo Provenzano  (The n. 1 
Mafia Boss arrested in 2006).  
The «pizzini» were the 
communication mean used to give 
orders to his attendants . 

An important sample of 
handwritten text often 

used for the identification 
of a subject was the 

signature in the back of 
the fingerprint form. 

In the same period Solange Pellat in France started  
to provide the objective laws for the handwriting analysis through his paper «Le lois de l’écriture» 
-1927. Same period in Germany Ludwig Klages was working in the same topic providing his 
guidelines in the handwriting analysis.  
On the base of Solange Pellats’s laws and Klages’s principles, together with the Ottolenghi’s work 
the italian graphonomic method started to be an objective way to identify authors and the 
authenticity of documents. 
The dactyloscopist of the police criminal offices became soon very skilled in the handwriting 
analysis and from there the fingerprint analysis and the handwriting analysis were executed and 
brought to court  as very similar topic without being confused with the graphology. 
The Moretti’s School in Italy was starting to focus the attention of the handwriting analysis as an 
objective way of identification in the ’40 thanks to the Girolamo Moretti’s work. 

   

The increasing professional skills of people working on the handwriting topic  and the more and more challenging cases requested that the fingerprint analysis and 
handwriting analysis became two different disciplines within the Italian Forensic Police Service and the graphnomic method was formally characterised by the identification, 

the proof  and the comparison of the author of a manuscript through the general and peculiar  features detected. 1974 
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In 2000 there was a bomb attack in Milan metro station and a bomb attack in 
Agrigento. The event  was claimed on white linen sheets in Agrigento. 
After a few investigations a person in Milan was attentioned and one of his 
handwritten documents was used as sample comparison. He was really the 
author of the bomb attack and the claimer. The identifcation of the author was 
performed through the handwriting on linen sheets and an handwritten 
document. 

Part of the leaflets written 
 from red and black 
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A person was kidnapped for 
ransom in Sardinia: Giovanni 
Battista Pinna. After many days 
of investigations to find out the  
hiding place  and ransom 
negotiations the Police decided  
that he was already dead and to 
stop  the search. In this moment 
tha Pinna’s Lawyer received a 
little piece of paper (Evidence) 
with the handwritten name of 
the kidnapped, the family 
required to be reassured about 
the health status of «Pinna» and 
the little piece of paper sent, 
together with a comparative 
document, to the Handwriting 
Section at the Forensic Police 
Service. The  outcome of the 
analysis proved that «Pinna» was 
the author of the message and so 
alive. 

After the handwriting analysis results the 
investigators took again the  search and few days 
later Giovanni Battista Pinna was free and safe at 
home. On the left: One of the most famous document of the last 20 years in the italian recent 

history, it is the one claimed to be the list of the negotiation between State and Mafia 
in 1992. 
The author has yet been identified. The document on the right comes from one of the 
possible author and from the careful analysis of peculiar features is resulted not being 
the author. 
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